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Instrumentation:
2 Oboes
2 Bassoons
Trumpet in B flat
Tenor Trombone
Timpani
Viola 1
Viola 2
Violoncello 1
Violoncello 2
Contrabass

Score in C

Duration: 
c. 16 minutes

Programme note:
Originally composed in 1986 as an installation, Sex and Death at
Covent Garden has been revised, in an abridged version, for 
concert performance.

A musical fragment from Christoph Williband Gluck's opera 
Orfeo ed Euridice (1762), provides the starting point for the work.

The four continuous movements are:
1. Intrada
2. Recitative + Aria
3. Allegro
4. Cadenza

The title comes from an article by Lynn MacRitchie published in
Performance magazine in 1982. Her article makes the point that 
"the great tragedies of drama are filled as much with all human life
as the trashiest Sunday papers". MacRitchie, however, is not attempting
to devalue the artistic content of such work. The thrust of her argument
is levelled against 'Temples of High Culture' which obscure, idolise and
ultimately abuse their repertoire by placing it on a pedestal.
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